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Sir: 


This response is provided in complete and timely response to the Examiner's communication 
dated November 3, 2005, which alleges that separate and distinct inventions are recited in Claims 1- 
3, 5, 7-15 and 21-23 (Group I) and Claims 16-20 (Group II). 


Applicant elects, without prejudice and with traverse, examination of the claims of Group I. 


The restriction of Group I from Group II is respectfully traversed because the subject matter 
of the pending claims in both Group I and Group II is believed not to be limited to either footwear or 
a method for constructing footwear. Rather, it is believed that the allegation that Groups I and II 
have acquired a separate status in the art is not a sufficient basis for requiring the applicant to elect 
between the pending claims. Specifically, if a 
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